The Prophet’s Khutbah on the virtue of

seeking religious knowledge
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Introduction of the Prophet’s Sermons

The Prophet’s Khutbah on the virtue of seeking religious
knowledge

Mu‘adh ibn Jabal «¢ & =, said that the Messenger of Allah # said:




Introduction of the Prophet’s Sermons
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“Learn Al-IIm (knowledge), for learning 1t 1s a type of Khashyah
(Fear) of Alldh, seeking it 1s an act of worship, studying it is a
type of Tasbif (glorification of Allah), searching for it 1s a Jikdd,
teaching it to those who do not know it is a charity and delivering
it to those worthy of it 1s an act of drawing closer (to Allah).
Knowledge is the reference guide to the allowed and the
disallowed, a light on the path for the people of Paradise, the
companion during loneliness, the triend during estrangement, the
converser during seclusion, the guide in times of ease and times of
difficulty, a weapon to use against the enemies and the quality
that 1s valued by friends. Alldh elevates some people by
knowledge to the rank of leaders in righteousness who are
followed, their actions imitated and their opinions referred to. The
angels long to attend their gatherings (of learning knowledge) and
shade them with their wings. Everything wet or dry, the fish in the
sea and its creatures, beasts of prey and cattle that live on land
invoke Allah to forgive them (people of knowledge). Verily, This
i1s because 1s the life of the hearts against ignorance and the lamps
of the eyes against darkness. With knowledge the slave reaches
the ranks of the nighteous and the elevated grades in this life and
the hereafter. Thinking about knowledge 1s equivalent to Siyam
(Fasting), and studying it is equivalent to Qiyam (praying at night
voluntarily). With knowledge, ties of kinship are kept and the
allowed and prohibited become distinguished. It is- the Imam
(Leader) of all actions and all actions follow its lead. Only the
happy ones are endowed with knowledge while the miserable
ones are deprived of it.”

—

' Ibn Abdul Barr in his book, Jami'u Bayani Al-'lim, from Musa bin
Muhammad bin “Ata f'_kI-Q_urashi, vol. 1, p. 66
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